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Dear reader,

NEWSLETTER 2020

Heino, The Netherlands, 25 Juli 2020

We had not visited Kacema Musuma Children's Home (“the Kacema Family”) for quite a while.
After 'careful consideration', we flew on March 2nd 2020 to Lusaka, the capital of Zambia: Conny Snoep, (board
member), daughter Maaike Snoep, who hopes to continue mother's work for Kacema, and father Joost Snoep as
“aid driver” for the 1000 km (in 2 days) drive from Lusaka to our Kacema Family in Kawambwa.

*

The roads, without emergency lanes, are considered “good” by the locals but avoiding
“potholes” is not easy. Left-hand traffic and the many huge, wide(!) trucks, takes some time
to get used to!
Although you have to always stay alert, the passing landscape is sometimes movie-like:
There is usually a sandy path next to the road where the local people walk, cycle, and
children play and run. Many children can been seen wearing their uniforms walking to
school. On this path we see, older children accompany the younger ones, men with bicycles
that are loaded with bags of charcoal, goats crossing, people chatting in the shade on the
edge of the asphalt, merchandise offered along the way such as fruits, sweet potatoes,
vegetables, freshly caught fish, and live chickens are held up to attract attention.
In Zambia it gets dark early, making it very dangerous on the road. So: stop, eat, sleep and
leave early the next morning!
We arrived at Kacema right around sunset and were enthusiastically and
cheerfully welcomed by the whole “Kacema Family”: a group of children,
the three Sisters (their 'Mammies' Sr. Maria, Sr. Mable and the new Sr. Gorret),
the childcare workers (the 'Aunties') and the gardeners.
The children were wonderfully cheerful and helpful.
Tired as we were, such a welcome was very moving!
"We arrived home!!!”
The children had already eaten with their "Aunties". Together with the sisters,
we enjoyed the evening meal, prepared by the Sisters in their own kitchen.
The children were still playing outside. As usual, every day, when it gets dark, the power turns off for hours! Thanks
to our own solar panels and batteries, light shines in the building where it's needed.

*

Garden full of
flowers and no heat:
Rainy season!

Things are going well in Kacema Musuma! The atmosphere is good, the children are happy.
A number of children attend secondary school or follow a study and only come home during the
holiday sessions.
The Mammies, Aunties, and the other staff treat the children as it’s done in a good family: Loving,
protective, and sometimes in a nice way, a corrective word
*
where needed.
There are 44 children, instead of the intended maximum of 40.
Sr. Maria was offered 2 baby twins in quick succession. Even
with the assistance of Social Welfare through the government,
there are no other shelters available for the twins.
Fortunately, as of now, Sr. Maria does not know of any
COVID-19 cases in Kawambwa yet. All children came home
because of the temporary closure of schools. The latest news is
that "normal life" slowly returns and the children can continue
their education.
Do you remember Reuben, the boy who could never walk due to poor pelvic and leg development?
But thanks to the efforts of Dutch doctors and a pharmacist, a medication was proposed. The first
shipment of these very expensive pills was shipped from the Netherlands. A skilled doctor, who
happens to be a nun, was found in Lusaka and able to further guide Reuben.
For years, the family of this nun, who is originally from Italy, took care of the delivery and
costs of Reuben’s medication. Sr. Maria has meticulously administered the pills all these
years. It was an amazing surprise when we saw Reuben running and jumping around!
He is a wonderful, cheerful, open boy, with a delightful face! Reuben is a bit too small for his
age (9 years), but apparently has no problems with that.

Seraphim, the deaf-mute foundling, is a
smart and cheerful girl .Through her own
"sign language” she is understood by those
around her.
How to proceed with her is currently being
investigated.
Children volunteer to help the lady-cook
prepare the meals in her kitchen on an
electric stove.There is also a charcoal
Reuben
burner outside. The cook
In the morning sun. Uniforms sewed @ Kacema.
prefers
the charcoal burner
*
because there are often power outages
during the hours she needs to prepare
meals. An important part of the food comes
from their own garden, which is well
maintained by “Mobby” and his help.
Many vegetables, sweet potatoes, pumpkins,
fruit, etc. are grown. Even irrigation with own
water is possible! The use of irrigation
was not necessary during our visit
Avocados from own garden! because it was rainy season.
Fresh corn cobs are picked and eaten. The corn is also milled
down to cook the “nshima” (corn porridge). The eggs from the
chickens are consumed. Other protein sources, such as fish and
meat, are usually bought on the market.

Aunties feeding nshima to the babies
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Building castles with your sisters

*

The "little ones" (from
baby to toddler) are
mainly cared for by the
Yummie!
"Aunties". These paid workers feed, change diapers, dress and
cuddle the children. After the little ones have been pampered with a bath
they are brought to their own cots by the Aunties. At night there is always
one Aunty with the babies. The six Aunties alternate the babysitting nights
and all other work.

And there is always lot of work. The house is always neat, clean and all
blankets are hung every morning. With 44 children, there is of course a
HUGE laundry load. Every day there is washing, hanging, ironing,
the laundry is neatly folded and put away!
Maaike Snoep got 4 "phones" from a friend,
with all its apps deleted, except the photo app,
becoming solid "cameras" with a good screen.
A nice idea for a “Photography Class” for the children.
Would it give us a glimpse into their world?

Everybody assists each
other and loves creating
interesting pictures.

Organized in groups, she taught the children the
most important points to pay attention to for making
a good photo. That worked wonderfully.
They loved the photography time!
The pictures with an * are made by the children.
Because the children have taken so many nice
photos, you can view the rest of the photos on the
last pages. You can also watch the videos online.
Sr. Maria joins the picture fun!

How fast time flies:
Kacema already exists 13 years! We are very proud of this and this is all possible
because of your donations!! Our gratitude is grand!
After thirteen years of intensive use and under tropical conditions, there is of course
a need for maintenance. The roof is due for good maintenance next year.
Maintenance means extra expenses and therefore your donations are more than
welcome!

On the website you can see in previous newsletters what has already been realized.
The Kacema film can also be seen there!
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Trip to the waterfall.

Reuben climbed all the way up with us!

What would the Kacema-Family be without your interest, dear, loyal donors and participants?
The board is very grateful to you! It is not always easy to beg: it is becoming increasingly more difficult to find
enough money. Of course every penny goes to the children's home directly!
However, board-member support is also very welcome. Our daughter, Maaike,
now a new member of the board, will take over a big part of my duties. She lives
in New York and is also tapping into the “American market” for new donors. You
can reach her at info@kacema.nl or call toll free via Whatsapp 0012133046793.
Thank you!
Unfortunately, I, Conny Snoep, have been forced to take some steps back and
we would really appreciate it if we could find someone in the Netherlands who
wants to strengthen the board with ideas and is willing to actively contribute to
Women’s Day!
the attention in any way, from the Kacema Musuma Children's Home
Team Zusters vs. Team Catholic women, Foundation. Ultimately with the aim of recruiting new donors.
playing a game of hoop ball.
If you feel or know someone who would like to do this, please contact someone
on the board.
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In addition to the Kacema Musuma Foundation, the Kacema Study Fund Foundation has successfully developed.
The Kacema Study Fund is specifically intended to enable the children of Kacema Musuma to participate a tertiaire
education of their own choice.
There are quite a few costs involved with (academic) studies and this is why all donors who would like to contribute
specifically to the education of a child / young adult, hence this foundation, are so appreciated.
It is very satisfying to know that thanks to the contribution of the Kacema Study Fund, 3 children have now
graduated and have started a job in their own young adult life. They still have excellent contact with Mammie # 1,
Sr. Maria, and the rest of the family! They always have a home.
One of the 3 graduates even (voluntarily!) made a donation to Kacema with her own income!
Monica and Brian are now in training to become a teacher.
Jeffas (for car mechanic) and Diamond, (pharmacy study) are also studying.
Three more children will be studying next year.
Studying in Zambia is expensive!
Tuition, travel, housing and living expenses, are paid for by the
Kacema Study Fund Foundation! Do you want to help?
We thank you for getting this far into the newsletter and
appreciate your interest in the Kacema Family.
After study, we play board
games together :)

On behalf of the board, thank you very much for your donations
and interest.
Conny Snoep

Here are the photos from the photo class.
All these photos were taken by the children themselves!
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Sr. Maria en Sr. Gorret in a selfie! Unfortunately no
picture of Sr. Mable (working hard at the school!)

The girl’s bedroom.

Front view of Kacema.

We want a vehicle like this, when we grow up!

Posing in the garden.
Funny Faces!!

Watching TV together.
Everybody in their own way.

Auntie with baby.

Checkers: 1 more game before it gets too dark!
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The boy’s bedroom

Dancing together.

The cook always prepares good food!
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The new solar geyser!

Can you see the photographer in the reflection?

Dining Area.

Crazy poses!

Friends for life!
East side of the house.

Is it working…?!

Yes!!

